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When choreographer William Crowley’s Next Step

Dance Company takes the Broward Center’s

Amaturo Theater stage this weekend, he and his

dancers will challenge many of the conventions of

traditional modern dance with an eclectic and

unconventional program entitled, “Evolution.”

 

The company’s annual concert includes: “Ghost

Light,” a traditional ballet inspired by the myth of

the ghost light and the theatre muse; “Duende,” a solo embodying the dark creative force deeply rooted in

Spanish culture; “Surrender,” a female trio exploring the redemptive spiritual journey from resistance to

acceptance; “In a (Purple) Funk,” a male solo inspired by a live R&B concert recording; “Sirens,” an ensemble

work based on the myth of the sirens from Homer’s “The Odyssey;” and “Que Lio,” an ensemble work of

heartbreak and unrequited love set to music by Puerto Rican singer Hector Lavoe.

Crowley says of the program, “It’s our most diverse concert in eight years. We have a ballet piece, a modern

contemporary dance, funky jazz solo and we delve into Greek mythology and round it out with salsa. I can’t

imagine there isn’t one thing the audience can tap in to over the course of the evening.”

But, it’s a pas de deux by guest choreographer Pioneer Winter that he’s most excited to stage this year. While

traditional pas de deux’s feature male and female dancers, this work features two males and explores the

passions of same-sex relationships.

“I think what’s acceptable to be performed on stage or seen in the public eye has become more accessible to a

broader audience in recent years. We’re glad to be a part of that movement,” Crowley explains. “Pioneer is of a

younger generation and he’s still finding his voice as a choreographer, but I believe in his message and vision

and this is a good fit for our company.”

The pas de deux, which Winter premiered as part of a larger work called “Phallusy” at Miami’s Adrienne Arsht

Center this spring, presents audiences with a visceral form of dance depicting the romantic passion of two adults

and the struggle to rekindle that passion in the midst of sexual and social obstacles.

While Winter’s style is different from Crowley’s, audiences will identify with the shared intent of both

choreographers.

“Sometimes it’s intangible, nevertheless, the human connection is there,” he explains.

Crowley characterizes Next Step Dance as a “pick up” company, with dancers assembled and rehearsals held

just weeks prior to the group’s one annual performance. Crowley maintains a busy teaching schedule

throughout the academic year, but has worked with many of the same dancers for many seasons, allowing the

program to come together with just a few rehearsals.

“We really only have four to six weeks get into the studio and rehearse and reacquaint ourselves with the

material,” he says, “but most of my dancers have been with me a while, so we put it together quickly.”

Crowley also credits the staff of the Broward Center for their support, which makes performances by local artists

possible through the Arts Access program. In addition to assistance with production costs, the technical and
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administrative staff of the Center help to make the performance a reality.

“I really am blessed,” he says. “They are such a top-notch professional organization and their assistance allows

me to focus more on my work in the studio and not worry so much about all the little details it takes to mount our

concert.”

“Evolution”

Next Step Dance

Saturday, July 23, 8 p.m.

Amaturo Theater, Broward Center, Fort Lauderdale

Tickets $26.50 at BrowardCenter.org or (954) 462-0222
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