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Pioneer

LegalArt Hosts Five Local Artists to Live and Work Together, in Residency

By John Zur

In 2011, LegalArt began a live-in/working residency for local artists. Following an inaugural year
of success, four fresh faces (one returning) are eager for 2012.

LegalArt was founded in 2003 as a means for local artists to have a support system for the legal
and business  side  of  their  craft.  Also  offering grants and educational  opportunities,  LegalArt
launched the residency program as a means to creating a greater sense of community for the
artists they work with.

LegalArt’s Live/Work Residency Incubator Program is funded by the John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation, the Emily Hall  Tremaine Foundation, and the Miami-Dade Department of Cultural
Affairs.

“The  residency  is  an  incubator  for  these  talented  artists  and  we  will  provide  the  support,
education, and contacts to take the artist to a new level  in his or  her  career,” says Kathleen
Carignan,  LegalArt’s  executive  director.  “In  our  first  year,  we  saw  new  collaborations  and
innovative ideas that emerged when the artists lived and worked together. I can’t wait to see the
new work and directions that evolve through this unique collaborative space.”

The  program is Miami’s first  subsidized live/  work, professional  development, and community
building artists’ center. Each artist lives and works in a 600-square-foot studio with access to
exhibition, lecture, and legal counseling spaces, as well as a resource library. The residency unites
Miami’s local artists with national and international artists, writers, and curators. By engaging,
collaborating with, and mentoring the artists, the curators and more established artists help foster
a sense of belonging and guidance.

“I am compulsively making new work and am inspired by collaborations. I am very interested in
living in an artistic environment with other artists and participating in a community of like-minded
people,” says Jillian Mayer, a resident about to enter the 2012 program. “I will  be working on
several  projects.  A  conceptual  talk  show will  be  created in  my  studio  as well  as finishing a
children’s  book  about  a  Panda  with  an  identity  crisis.  I  will  also  collaborate  with
my band-mates from Post-Modem and finish our first album so we can get on Jimmy Fallon.”

Mayer,  who  lives  and  works  in  South  Florida,  received  her  BFA  from  Florida  International
University in 2007. She is represented by David Castillo Gallery in Miami, and has participated in
exhibitions across the United States and Europe. She describes her art as saying, “I think of you
(the viewer) when I make my work. The viewer’s experience is really important to me.” Inspired
by the juxtaposition of that which is artificial and that which is real, she incorporates drawing,
photography, video, installation, and performance into her work. Her work is a playful critique of
contemporary culture.

During Art Basel 2011, Mayer’s work, Love Trips: a Triptych on Love, can be seen at World Class
Boxing (170 NW 23rd Street,  Miami, FL 33127). She also has a video screening of  “Electric
Wedding” at  the Miami  Beach  Cinematheque on  Saturday, December  3, at  9pm. As a Cintas
Foundation finalist, her work is also on display at Miami Dade College’s Cintas Fellows Collection
(Miami Dade College Freedom Tower, 600 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33130).

Patricia Margarita Hernandez, also set to enter the 2012 residency, is interested in the fields of
collaboration,  research,  video,  performance,  and  sculpture.  Her  solo  works,  as  well  as
collaborative projects, have been exhibited throughout South Florida. Her work takes its roots
from combating feminist ideals, “donks,” Miami Bass, do it yourself ethic (DIY), personal limits,
the  enjoyment of  food and fun. Hernandez  also co-directs the end/SPRING  BREAK. This is a
nomadic  artist-run  project  committed  to  developing  new  modes  of  considering  issues  in
contemporary  art  and  culture  within  South  Florida  communities.  Their  focus  is  to  develop
programming  that  seeks  to  engage  their  audience  as  participants  and  elicit  a  discussion
surrounding the thematic concept chosen for that event.

While  Hernandez  is taking this year’s Art  Basel  off,  she mentioned, “One of  my projects the
end/SPRING BREAK will be a part of “Four Minutes, Thirty-Three Seconds” an exhibition curated
by Omar  Lopez-Chahoud. It  opens on the 30th of November  and we are creating programing
through December and January.  I am looking forward to the dialogue created at the residency
along with experiencing my work grow.”

Pioneer  Winter,  23,  is  the  son  of  a  father  he  describes as “a  quintessential  hippie.”  Winter

Art Basel: Better Than Reality TV | SUNPOSt WEEKLY http://www.sunpostweekly.com/2011/12/01/art-basel-better-than-reality-tv/

2 of 5 12/15/2011 10:17 AM



Jillian Mayer A portrait of Jillian
Mayer

Jillian Mayer
Jillian Mayer

Jillian Mayer Jillian Mayer Jillian Mayer

describes his art as such: “I’ve been called a “curiosity” because of my background and interests
in various disciplines. I have always danced, but I did not go to college for it. I went to grad school
for  epidemiology  and it  was actually  through  my  work  in  public  health  that  I  even  started
producing my work. While interning at a small non-profit health clinic I began a multidisciplinary
project aimed at reducing HIV/AIDS stigma by inviting artists infected or affected by it to take
part. It was pretty successful and discovered much more than I anticipated and it actually helped
one particular artist through the first weeks of diagnosis. I like to think I’ve picked up my pace
since then–that was in early 2010. Since then, I’ve continue to create socially conscious pieces,
rather than relying on art to be just a thick coat of “pretty.” I take pride in being completely home
grown too–Miami all the way! My training and my experience in the art world has all stemmed
from the opportunities afforded me by the Miami community.”

“I want to continue my work in film–there are two ideas I’m playing with right now. One would be
a film-assisted live show with  dance and the other  would be a standalone film. I will  also be
collaborating on a new concept for a photo series utilizing perspiration that I’ve recently begun
sorting out,” said Winter, regarding his participation in the LegalArt residency.

Winter  embodies  an  eclectic  dance  style,  saying,  “While  I  tend to  focus  on  a  contemporary
aesthetic, there are elements of jazz, tap, and dance theater. Recently, my work is dominated by
directing and choreographing for film. The most recent film was a short piece that featured two
tap dancers within a bathroom stall designed by sculptor Jared Sharon. As a media artist, I believe
that multi-channeled and multi-leveled introductions of medium to the audience foster greater
absorption.

“As a 23 year-old choreographer, I have found that the connection between academia and the arts
has always been a precarious balance of isolationism. I believe that both exist to symbiotically aid
in furthering the other. I find dance for the sake of dance is often unable to access the public.
Performance is limited by the presentation space. In film, the audience can be transported to a
vastly singular location. Experimentation still remains an integral method in my work and I utilize
it  to  maintain  levels  of  spontaneity  and  reality.  Unlike  inanimate  mediums,  utilization  of
movement and bodies–PEOPLE–is both a complication and significant investment. My work points
to reformation and awareness in order that the arts can be seen as an instrument of social change
—their  niche not only the portability of the messages, but also the way the themes discussed
maintain significance and identification within the current social climate.”

During Art Basel, Winter will be working with fellow choreographer Marissa Alma Nick in the heart
of Wynwood. They’ll be dancing together in a piece called The Shadow Projects, which is a social
experiment conducted through dance. Inspired by Carl  Jung, the series invites the audience to
discover the existence of their own shadow by realizing the power of the collective subconscious.

The Shadow Projects will  be performed December 2 & 3, 2011 (Fri. & Sat.): 8pm both days @
Dimsa Warehouse [exterior] / 2601 NW 2nd Avenue, Miami.
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